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The Retvorn of the Flag.

A patriotic voung woman of Doston,
with a French name buat an American
heart, devoted many hours and between
one and two hundred thousand stitches
of her needle to the construction and
adornment of a beautiful silk flag. She
gent her masterpiece to the President of
the United States at Ovster Bay. The
flag was promptly returned to Miss
MARIE COSTEAT by express, and by mail
<he received the following nole from
Mr. ROOSEVELT'S private secréfary:

| beg to State that while the President greatly
appreclates your courtesy tn sending him the on
clostire which you forwarded, he has felt obllged
10 adopt a rule which preclides bim from accenting
presents from any one.”

The promulgation of this new self-
imposed rule s a matter of great publio
interest,

It is a self-imposed rule, because there
is nothing in the Constitution or statutes
which prevents the President from re-
ceiving gifts, except from King,. Prince
or foreign State.

It must be a new rule, because only
a few weeks ago Mr. ROOSPVEIT ac-
cepted, without hesitation and with every
appearance of personal satisfaction, a
saddle horse for his private use. The
name of the gift horse is Wyoming.
Other instances of unhesitating recep-
tivity in the recent past will, no doubt,
oceur to the mind.

The natural disappointment of Miss
CosTEAU at the return of her silk flag,
so patiently, laboriously and patriotic-
ally wrought with the expectation of
pleasing the President, will be mitigated
when she reflects that Mr. ROOSEVELT
is not discriminating against her and
her beautiful handiwork. He has chosen
this particular gift, one of the most de-
sirable that could come to him or to any
other patriot, as the occasion for the
announcement of revised ideas of official
propriety and a new rule of personal
conduct,

A Lesson From the French.

The city of Paris is being tunnelled
in every direction for underground rail-
roads. The lines in rnost cases are to
be laid near the surface of the street, as
in the case of the New York subway.
The plans for the roads call for a system
more like that which is under construc-
tion here than any in FEurope, and
the opportunities open to the French
builders to inconvenience the public and
ruin the unfortunates in whose neigh-
borhood they were to work were fully
as good as have been those of our own
ditch engineers and diggers,

Travelling Americans, going from the
torn, scored, disrupted city of New York,
reach Paris to find it wearing the usual
face of a great and civilized community.
Dr. Miro R. MALTBIE, one of the secre-
taries of the New York Municipal Art
(‘ommission, was in Paris this summer.
As a victim of the New York ditches, he
investigated the system of shallow
tunnel or subway construction in Paris.
Speaking to ‘a Tribune reporter, Mr,
MALTBIF, said of the work in Paris:

“ The scheme [(of tunnels] s so comprehensive
that the strects are being tunnelled In many dl-
rections at the same time.

" Yet the man in the street s bardly awareof this
great acitvity beneath the surface. Instead of
opening a street its entlre length, or even for a
considerahla distance, 8 few shafts are sunk at
widely separated places, and trom these few open-
ings the excavation ls pushed In both directions
and the dirt removed largely during the night,
with litle Inconvenience to the publlo

“The usual sight 15 that of a small enclosure with
a high board fence, but durlng the busy hours of
the day oue scldom sees any material removed or

structural materdal being hrought to the subway,
All of this wo ' Is done when the trafo is light and
few persons ara upon the streels. As a result,
street fraflic 1s Not obstructed, exgept so far as the
few gpenings mAke 1t absolutely necessary. The
straats are not littered with construction material
nor the dirt dropped from overilled wagons. (One
hears, consequently, practically no complaint re-
garding the present construction of thesubway. It
is by rpired on with so little Inconvenience that
an opening bas been located Immedlately In front
of the Grand Opera House with no objection even
on the purt of the property owners or of those at-
tending the grand opera, which has been condictad
durtng most bf the simmer.

Probably there is no American who
does not believe firmly that his coun-

irv's engineers are better than those of |

any other nation, but it must be admitted
that the
morae cotpetent than those who have
hﬂ'v;n":w rificing Neaw, York city
antigquated and obrolete methods

to their

A\ Letter to Peary

Comniander PEARY savs he may name
the vessel that will talie him back to
North Greenland the Charles H. Darling
in nonor of the Aeting Secretary who
had so much to do with securing for the

0y
plete his Aretic work.  ‘Thi= would be a
graceful recognition of Mro DARLING'S
assistance;  buat there s another phase

the

ol the Acting Secretary of Navy s
coopsation that isof considerable publi
iRkt

o grantinge the e e ol dabsenee b
v tes letter to PEARY thot is almost
une among official communioations
Cievertiments hayve not L thelr interes

efforts to extend geographical knowl

odue, s s shown by the faer that the
Biitigh Giovernment contribated abont
one-ha'l of the expenses of the Discovery
expedition and is bearing the eatire cost

of the relief party, and that the German

Ciovernment  approprinted  $400 000 or

" i L e ey

o Jm" -

Paris tunnel builders are far |
|

plorer a new leave of absence to com- !

]

I three-fourths the cest of the Gauss ex-
| pedition, and the Reichastag voted $125,000
[ to send out a relief ship only a few days
bofore news was received that the Ganss
was on her way home
ut sinee the days of the expeditions
in search of Sir JouN FRANKLIN few
letters oxpressing unqualified commen-
dation and confidence have reached ex-
plorers from high official sources snch as
that which My DARLING wrote to PEARY. |
| Ho assured the explorer that he had
proved himself possessed of the requisite
conrage, fortitnde, physique and expe-
rience to extend onr knowledge of the
Aretic area all the wav to the Pole. The

man of the worll to the Polg should be
completed in our generanon and by our
conntrvien U This Department expects
[ that vou will aceamnplish vour purpose |
and briag tether distinetion to a serviee
of ilustrion tradition=."  He added that
the Predont svmpathizes with PEARY S !

plan and approves his enterprise,

! It ..‘:)_\".’-lll\; could add to PEARY'S en-
thusinstic devotion to his project and help
him to outdo himself, it would be this
letter from the acting head of the Navy |
Department; and in writing it, it is be-
lieved that Mr. DARLING merely ex-
pressed the opinion and sentiment of
all Americans who have followed intelli-
gently the details of PEARY'S work

Prosperity at the South.

Mr. JoN TEMPLE GGRAVES, the Atlanta
editor who recently advocated, at Chi=
cago, the removal of the negroes from
the South and their transportation to
some Territory or insular possession of
the United States, is severely rebuked for |
his folly and for his misrepresentation of
the Southern industrial situation. The
rebuke, too, comes from a Southerner
and a man who is far better informed on
the subject—Mr. RicHARD H. EDMONDS,
the editor of the Manujacturers’ Record
at Baltimore.

To the lamentations of Mr. GRAVES
over the “halted development” of the
South, Mr. EpMoxDpS responds by pre-
senting statistics to show that actually
there have been “amazing progress” and
“a redemption from the poverty follow-
ing the wreck and ruin of the war un-
paralleled in history.” Nor is there any
exaggeration in the words., The “negro 1
problem,” said Mr. GRAVES, “halts our |

|
]

growth,” “largely deters capital from
investment,” “makes a standard of
labor that prejudices all our Southern |
poor against menial but honorable ser- |
vice,” “depresses agricubture,” and “the |
free movement of men and money is |
hindered toward the inviting field of |
opportunity.”

Now, what are the fe#s? A conserva-
tive estimate by Mr. EDMONDS of the
value of this year's cotton crop is $600,-
000,000, and the average for the last |
three years has been about $500,000,000, |
Of this cotton, the South will consume |
in its own mills over 2,000,000 bales, and
thus add about $200,000,000 to the value
of the raw staple, and the value of
the various cottonseed products will be
$100,000,000. .

That is, “the South will this year have
poured into it, entirely from other sec-
tions and other countries, for cotton
products alone about $800,000,000,” and |
its other agricultural products will be
worth $000,000,000 more.

Do these statistics afford any evidence
of the “halted development” Mr. GRAVES
talks about?

[t is true that only a very trifling part
of the great foreign immigration since l
1880 has gone to the South; yet its
population inecreased from 16,516,568 in
1880 to 24,523,527 in 1900. At the period
of the civil war its population was only
11,133.361. But the percentage of in-
crease in the value of its agricultural
products has exceeded that in the popu-
lation nearly three times. Since 1880,
too, it has developed the wvalue of its
manufactured and mineral products from !
$474,000,000 to about $1,700,000,000.

A region which has made such marvel-
lous progress in less than a quarter of
a century cannot be described as disas-
trously “halted” in its growth by the
“shadow of an unsolved problem.” In |
many respects, the labor problem at the |
South is less disturbing and is less retard- |
ing to development than it i3 in any other
part of the Union, If not of the civilized |
world; yet Mr. GravES would get rid of |
the negroes who furnish the vast bulk of :
Southern labor! !

The truth is that the South is now on
a solider basis of prosperity than ever |
befors in its history, and in no other pait
! of the Union is its good fortune exoelled,
even if it is equalled, relatively,

Turkey Fortifying.

The news that the Sultan has issued
an irade directing the fortifications of
Adrianople, Chataldja, the Bosphorus
| and Erzeroum to be put in order is of
| particular interest at this juncture. It
: may be only a blufl on his part; it may
| also be a way of notifying those whom it
| mav concern that any intervention in the
| affairs of Macedonia or other matters
will be resisted.

The localities named indicate in a gen-
eral way from what quarter trouble iy
| expected—Bulgaria and Russia.  Adrian-
! ople, at the confluence of the Tundja
and Maritza and on the railway [rom the
| Bulgarian frontier Constantinople, |
| would have to be taken or masked to
allow Bulgarian advance toward
U the capital, or betore a Bulgarian force
! from the north or a Russian army landed
|

[0

of n

at Iniada or Midia on the Black Sea could

reach the lines of Bulair east of Gallipol,
I nt the head of the Dardanelles Cha-
[ taldja, on the railway line twenty-five
miles west of Constantinople, is the pivot
of the advanced line of defences of the
capital that stretches from Terkos on
the Black Sea to Bovuk-Tchekmedje on
the Marmaora. The mmmer line 18 only 4

shiort distonee from the nuter walle of
Constantinople, with the tamous redonhbe
of Danoud Pacha ag the key

[he trimming up of ithe works at the

entrance of the Bosphorissis obviously 1o
oppose, or make believe (o oppose, tha
passage of o Mussian feet to the capital
ar into the Marmora. It 15 here thar the
Hussianti black Sea Sguaaron would be

put to the test, led probably by the Tria
Sviatitelin, of the powertul
the Russian battleships.  There hus

one ot

| ol

wlways been some doubt ag 1o the value |
of the Turkish batteries, partienlarly of | rider

v
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| the sea breaks with great violence.
! surf not infrequently runs as high as ten
| feet just outside of this bar and then piles

THE SUN.

the one on the Asiatioside of the entrance.
It is considered faulty in construction
and position.

Coming tn the fortress of Erzeroum,
the cause of the putting the works de-
fending that place in order would be the
apprehension of a Russian invasion of
Armienia.  In the event of such invasion
it would be the first objective of the

| Russian “Army advancing from Kars

either by Sarikamysh and Zevin or
by Meshingerd. The conditions for a
Russian advance have been greatly im-
proved since 1878, Kars, the base, being in
direct communication with Tiflis by rail.
The ultimate objective of a Russian in-
vasion of Turkish Armenia, however,
would be Erzindjian, the headquarters of
the Fourth Army Corps and the centre of
the military organization of all north-

"eastern Asia Minor

In the event of the Russian fleet inain-
taining the Black Sea inviolate, the Turk-
ish army in Armenia would be practically
irolated, and the comparatively good
roads from the coast to krzindjian and
Frzeroum, and between those two places,
would serve the Russians rather than the
Turks in the end. The original defences
of FErzeroum were faulty, and were
turned by Gen. LAZAREFF in the war of
1877. The works that have been since
added have made it more defensible, bu
the probabilities are that it would be
masked and a push made for Erzindjian
for combined military and political
reasons.

The fortifications of Uskub in Mace-
donia are respectable, and are intended
to oppose the advance of an enemy com-
ing from Servia or from Bosnia through
Naowi Bazar and Kossovo. In the event,
however, of Austrian troops taking part
in an intervention, a portion of them
would probably be sent to Salonica by
sea; and an occupation of some point on
the railway line between there and Ded-
eaghatch on the Egean would cut off the
Turkish Army in Macedonia from all
communication with Constantinople and
would end Turkish rule in the western
Balkans.

The Lifeboat Question.

The plan for launching lifeboats from
the beach described by Mr. ANDREW
CoATS in yesterday's SuN has some
features of excellence. The feasibility
of warping boats off by means of an
anchor or a buoy outside the surf has
frequently been discussed, but so far as
we know no experiment has been made to
test the matter. Such an experiment
would be watched with no little interest.

| We are inclined to think that on the New

Jersey coaat the plan would not succeed
in very heavy weather, especially at low
water,

There is ‘usually a bar which extends
some distance outward from the beach,
and on the outer edge of this, where the
first descent into deep water is made,
The

in across the bar itself in huge, swirling
masses of seething foam. The difficulty
would be, first, to acquire power enough
® haul the boat off against these oppos-
ing masses of water and, secondly, to get
her through the,line where the breakers

| fall just outside the bar without having

the men swept out of her.

It is possible that the buoy might be
also an oil tank and caused to distribute
sufficient oil to moderate the roughness
of the sea; but no amount of oil will pre-
vent an eight or ten-foot roller from

| toppling over and breaking when it goes

aground. On a steep shore where the
breakers fall right upon the beach a life-
boat can be launched by means of a
marine railway. This is the method
employed on some parts of the British
coast, and it works excellently, Such
a plan might be used on some parts of

| the Long Island shores, either on the

Sound or on the sea, for there are places
which are comparatively bold.

The life-savers on the New Jersey
shore are hardy and brave. They would
go out with their boats if they could.
But they are not an especially inventive
sot, and they have faced this problem for
years without approaching a solution.
The way out of the difficulty will have to
come from other sources. Mr. COATS'S
suggestion is worthy of consideration.
Now let us have some others,

Improved Modern Children.

The progress of Progress makes the
old, and even the medieval, feel ashamed
of themselves. They are not worthy of
their children; they ought to be at school
while those grave voungsters run the
world. Prof. Kirg, Assistant Superin-

i tendent of the public schools of the South

Division of Chicago, has the honor to re-
port that only 10 per cent. of the school
children of that district were so rapt in
thought by a circus parade the other
morning as to be late at school. Only 10
per cent! No bunch of statistics, how-
ever encouraging, no learned paper of
sociologist or psychologist, no gratify-
ing report made by a Superintendent of

] o
Schools or of Education could carry so

many tons of conviction. There is no
reason to «uppose that the school chil-

dren of the S8outh Division of Chieago |

are diflerent from other school children,
It iz justifiable to hold that, after a long
struggle, Learning has conquered the
Cirous.

In dayvs not remota the contest had a
different ending.  Perhaps the happier
and wirer scholars of to-day have a
fuller-orbed eultivation than their prede-
cessors, mora ample means of amuse-

ment, more diserimination and disillig- |
Perhaps the twentieth-century |

slon

Girund Consolidated Gigantie Aggregn- |

tions of Unparalleled Mammoth Marvels
and Greatest Living Panoramas of Ani-
mated Nature, Beauty, Equestrian and
Givmnastic Talent are so big that they

WEeATrY young eye
It was not alwaysso. What was sehoo]
to the bov or girl who stood on the gide-

walk and watched the Indian
clonching walk of the elephants and guped

ninjest i

al the hons and Gpers pnzing mgolently
from their palace vans, the diome {aries,
the camnelds the beare and the rest of 1 hat

patural history on legs or wheele”  Wepe
they not worth watching, those strange
gilded chariots, those mysterions and
beautdul ledies, Mile. YzZABEL LE CHi
cAaGt'e, the world's greatest barchack
Mme  Aupror Mazeera Mra-
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arnse, who will positively appear in her
feat of riding simultaneously on six wild
horses of the Ukraine, jumping through
six hoops, each smaller than the other,
and turning twelve double flipfapa aiter-
nately under and over her untamed
chargers; Mlle. MONTGOLFIER, the Hu-
man Balloon, who walks on a wire at a
giddy height and finally ascends, in her
grand Levitation Act, in full view of the
spectators? The bands with more brass
and clang to them than any other bands
that ever swapped wind for music; the
clowns, actually visible for nothing in
the light of common day; the horde of
circus men of whose ferocity with tent-
rtakes such black tales are believed; the
whola new world of sights and sounds
and scents - what hov or girl of the old
nnregenerate sort would not prefer an
hour of thoze delights to a eycle of
school?” Why, the teachers themselves
will be late, and it is notorious that the
school committee, unblushingly regard-
ing the show, has tried to have the man-
agers put it off until after school hours,
for the benefit of the teachers. Well,
many enthusiasts came in late; some
extremists frankly made their cholce
between School and Circus, followed the
latter and accepted stoically the maternal
hairbrush and pedagogic ruler. Children
were licked in those days. They don't
have to be nowadays. They are good.
Almost too good. Why, suppose there
was a meeting of the National Educa-
tional Association in Madison Square
Garden at 11 this morning and a circus
parade was to go by there at 11:15. How
many folks would be inside?

But the truly good little children of
1903—at least in Chicago, S. D.—know
that School is more Improving than the
Circus.  Modern Progress is a sprinter.
The tailors in the South Division of Chi-
cago must be keeping ascension robes in
stock.

On Howlett Hill, in Syracuse, a bronze
tablet was unveiled yesterday marking the
spot where CALVIN D. BINGEAM produced
*The marvelous primate apple named by
CHARLES P. CowLrs.” The tablet bears the
line “Gon’s earth is full of love to man.”
Onondaga county has given four causes of
happiness to mankind—the primate apple,
the Taliman grape, the Mills raspberry, and
the Stearns apple. The primate and its
producer are the first of this quartette to
have a tablet reared to their memory, but
an enthusiastic public loves them all.

Commissioner LINDENTHAL estimates that
the Brooklyn Bridge will earn a profit of
$35,000 next year. He expects that $77,000
will be collected in roadway tolls, and
$65,000 from trolley cars. The elevated
railroads will pay $80,000 for their use of the
Bridge. Real estate rented in the terminal
structures will bring $90,000 to the city
treasury, and the companies laying wires
on the Bridge will pay $5,000 for the privilege.
The mail tube across the Bridge brings
$1,000 a year to the city. The total receipts
are estimated at $357,000, and the expendi-
tures, including salaries of 852,000 and pay-
rolls of $210,000, are put at $322,000. No
estitnate i3 made of the interest on the in-
vestment, which would not show a profit
if this itern were reckoned in.

In 1900, out of a total population in the
oontinental United States of 75,994,575, the
residents in towns having at least 2,500
inhabitants numbered 30,583,411, or 40.2
per cent. In 1880, twenty years before,
the percentage was 20.3. In England and
Wales in 1801 the population of towns of
8,000 and more inhabitants was 77 per cent.
of the whole. In London alone were gati-
ared 24 per cent. of the whole number of
people,

In New England there was a close ap-
proximation to the English situation, the
urban population being 76.5 per cent. to the
English 77 per cent. In New York alko
the percentage was nearly as large, 72.9.
In Rhode Island it was very much greater,
95, and in Massachusetts 91.5 per cent.
The large towns of 100,000 population and
over contained 53.9 per cent. of the popula-
tion of New York, 41 per cent. of Rhode
Island, 29.6 per cent. of New Jersey and
27.9 per cent. of Massachusetts,

These suggestive statistics are taken from
a bulletin just issued from the Census
Office. They Indicate that social ocondi-
tions whioh exist in England, so far as
concerns the concentration of the great
majority of the population in towns, are
repeated In the older States of the East,
and that this tendency is continuous. In
the State of New York, for example, the
percantaga of the urban population in-
oreased {rom 56.4 in 1880 to 65.2 in 1890 and
to 729 per cent. in 1800. The rate of In-
crease in this city sinoe 1900 has been mani-
festly much greater than in the State out-
side, both rural and urban, and the time is
not far distant when its population, instead
of beirn g somewhat less than the population
of the State beyond its limits, as it was in
1900, will be greatly in the majority.

The electric battery, used to spur a race
horse on to greater efforts, is prohibited on
the running turf, but it is not under the ban
of the trotting associations. One was used
on JAMES BuTLer's Monte C'arlo, 2:07Y;, at
Charter Oak Park, Thursday. The horse
had been sulky, and his manager, MoNROR
SALISBURY, thought eiectricity might keep
him up to his work. It did no good, for the

breaking badly when the current was turned
on in the third heat. The use of electricity
ghould be prohibitad on the trotting track,
as well ag on the running track

Connecticut's Fat Men's Association will
not hold a reunion this year. Thirty-gix
annual feasts theas famour trencher mateg
have devoured together, but at last the
community has rebelled, and they are not
to be allowed to bring another famine on
the land

Sir TuoMas LIPTON 18 now enjoving 1he
| fruite of defeat. He ig being gensronsly as
I well as gu.nr'\ily catertained, fed on 1he
! fat of the land and eheered with the wine
’ of the country, while choice after-dinner
aoratory informs him in rhetorical phrase
I that he 8 leres atque rotundur, Rpectac-
larly absorbing and personally delectable
Doubtlese he gers a fair measure of com-
fort out of it all, for it I8 good to have ora's
fellow men speak well of one: yat Rir THOMAS
| in rhe secreny of his soul ne doubt thinks
| that, while the Cup is gilver and not his,
| Ir there-
| fore, with a singularly keen appreciation
of the exigeneing of the oecasion that whan
| the New York Yacht €'lub gave him a dinner
on Thursday night the only trophy it placed
| onehibition was the America’s Cup The
Im'wuw, almost airy, sympathy with Sip
Tuomas's feelings shown by this attention
musl have moved ham greatly
- e
Fauipped.

Me Centipede -Gere' What a ot of fontprints
f oot Teaie on the sands of time'

gilones wonld he gniden wns,

horse finished tenth, eleventh and seventh, |

12, 1908.

THE ITALIANS.
B

Thetr Chardcteristics of Nataral Refne
ment and of Fidelity and industry.

To rax Epiror or THE SuN—8ir. As an
American of so-called Anglo-8axon descent I
heg to join Prof. Marchisio in hix protest
against the unfair treatment of our Italian
fellow citizens, as evidenced not only iu the
tone of some newspapers, but also in the
brutal inselence with which this gentle-man-
pered people are browbeaten and hustled in
public places.

1 have often watched a group of bewildered
Italians yelled at and needlessly humil-
lated by some loud-mouthed brute of A street.
car conduector or rallway station guard, pre-
sumably of the “superior” race, wondering
how far the ill treatment might go without
some act of retaliation on the part of the
victims But, beyond an occasional enraged
flash from a pair of dark eyes or a smothered
imprecation I have never seen any display of
resentment. The Ttallan is naturally quick-
tempered and we are not apt to postulate
self-control as a preéminent characteristie
of the Latin race. but I fancy any one who is
curious enough to wateh their conduet under
very trying circumstances in any of our large
cities will conclude that self-control ig not one
of their least evident qualities,

A week ago an Italian banker was mur-
dered n this city. At once the dally news-
papers began to shriek “Mafla.” As a matter
of fact, there was no reason whatever for
supposing that the Sicilian Mafla had any
connection with the tragedy. Whenever a
crime is committed in “Little Italy” the Mafia
is held responsible for it. It would be absurd
were it not a cruel injustice to a naturally
law-abiding and gentle people. It is a cruel
injustice because it keaps alive in many Amer-
ican breasts the prejudice ngainst the Italian
as a dirty cut.«\.hro?t and a u.éueroul citizen.

Some years ago 1 was accidentally thrown
into intimate contact with one or two Itulians
of the so-cdlled lower class. 1 became juter-
ested in them and 3ver since have made it an
object to know and see much of these in-
teresting members of the great Ametican
family as possible. I have spent many hours
in the “Little Italies" of Philadephia and New
York, with the result that I have many friends
umong the humblest of these toilers—a fruit-
vender, a shoemaker, a tailor, even a day
laborer on a railway, are among those whom 1
know, and know well. I have eaten at their
tables, been their welcome g""" at weddm’m
and ohristenings, in short, have séen them in
their most Intimate home surroundings and

leasures, Italians of the North and of the
outh, Genoese, Tuscans, Romans, Sicilians,
I count smong iny friepds, and while the im-
migrants from these different provinces differ
‘n many ways, still they have many character-
stics in common.

As a hody, then, 1 have found these Italo-
Americans fru:al and thrifty and uncom-

lainingly industrious, law- jalding and pa-
fent, with, as a rule, no other desire than to be
“good Americans.”  Gentle and well-man-
nered, the innate refinement of the Latin
race, a heritage from countless generations
of clvilized ancestors, shows (tself in many
ways, even in the humblest toiler of peasant
extraction. Naturally acute, the lack of
“book learnin"‘ {8 In many ways more than
compensated for by an alert power of cb-
servation and deduction which would aston-
ish our doctrinaira “educators. Having
an inborn love of beaut nn? a passionate
appreciation of music, fhe Italian "ditch-
digger,” spending his hard-earned dollar for a
seat in the top ’n.llery of an opera house will
follow more intelligently and delighgedlra
Puccini or a Mascagni or even a_ Wagner
opera than the bediamond>d Americans in
boxes or atalls.

To one who knows these facts it iz a cause
of wonderment what essential element of
character or inclination or civilization i3
deemned wanting in these dark-eyed, gentle
people of the South, that the ghou!d be de-
nounced as a dangerous addition to our
heteroveneons population. If the State i3
built upon the family we need have no fear of
these “pestilantial” Italians. 1 have seldom
geen more family devotion and a strieter ob-
servanca of matrimonial vows than exist
among these maligned dwellers of the “slums
of 'Little Italy.' ” The one case ol serious
family dinmrc{ which T have come across in
my wanderings among them was caused by
some of those presumably well-meaning but
evil-doing people who think themselvea per-
forming a meritorions act when they per-
sunde a person to “flop” from one form of the
Christian religion to another.

As TaT SvN's editorial on the subject says,
time will gradually cure the “native Ameri-
can” of his prejudice against his Italian
brother; but meanwhile one who really knows
these admirable Pegfle for whata thsr are
can only join Prof. Marchigio in his indignant
and eloquent defence.

A NATIYE AMERICAN OF PURITAN DESCENT.

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 7.

To T EpiTor or THE SUN—Sir: 1 have
had large experience in the employment of
labor for a period well on to half a century,
during which [ have employed thousands of
laborers, mainly Irish, German and Holland-
er, These nationalities are not so much
f{cvidﬁuce as they were a generation ago.
1n their stead have come great numbers of the
sons of Italy, and never was tha arrival of an
army of workers more opportune

What should we do without them?  The
fear that we shall be swamped with them is
narrow and unworthy. Equally 8o is the pre-

tence that their coming will endunger the
reptiblic.
[I‘ak» a good look at theam as you see them

swarming along the line of any public works
Good-looking? Right you are. You will sce
as bright, open-faced and cheerful men a
the world can produce. And they are lde::]
Inborers, too—good workers, tractable an
faithful, .

Will they hecome good citizens? Why, they
are such already, and perhaps they could
give some of us lessons in patriotism even
now—in keepin%lm, work and minding our

own business. m{r will love America, and
they can be safely trusted, for the&: are of a
good stock. (. B. CARTER.

BROOELYN, Sept. 0.

Mr. Peary’s Arctic Explorations,

To TAE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir; One of two
things should take place at once. Elther Civil
Englneer Peary—Indiscriminately called Lieut.
Peary or Capt. Peary—should attend to his legitl-
mate business as a civil engineer of the navy, or
ha should reslgn from the navy Instead of golng
on dreaming expeditions to the North Pole. The
navy 1s now short of oMcers, and all business neg -
lected by one must be done by another. Chvil
Enginecr Peary has not earned his salt as & naval
officer for ten years. The business of the navy s
a serious one, and the oMcers and men, spurred on
by the confidentlal Information Issued to them,
are working and drilling day and night to fit them-
selves for the next affray. In the mldst of this
comes the disgusting Information that the chicf
of Bureau of the Yards and Docks and the Assistant
Sacretary of the Navy hearuly i(ndorse this wild-
catl scheme. 1s It a matter of real importance to
the fighting arms of the sery!ce whether the North
Pole s discovered or noi? NEW Navy,

HARTPORD, Sept. 7.

“A little considaratlion,” says the writer of
this letter in a postsceript, "will show you
whether or not this is a legitimate ‘kick.””
The “kick” deserves no consideration what-
ever The Navy Department has actad
wisaly and consistently with its duties and
purposes in giving Civil Engineer Peary o
fiurther leave in order thut he may pursua
the valuable sclentific explorntions which
have given so much distinetion to Lis name
and his country. The tone of the letter of
ounr correspondent is noworthy of the navy
and of an enlightened mind

A Sturgeon Fisherman's Adventures Off the
Eastern Coast,

To THR Eptror oF THRE Sux Your Plum

Island shark fshing correspondent In yesterday 's

speaks of nis recent

Sir

|
| |sstie rather valuglorfously

| explott with a 90 pound shark, a ftecn strand |

{ Hne and thirts five minute session, and then asks

| who can dup'icate his feat. Simply, ‘rankly aned

| boldly, | say that Tcan, and {t isIn this wise

| On the Wil of Angust 1 was trolling tor plekerel
with a desaer! spoon somie seveniy nve miles off

l Sandy Hook, when suddenly 1 <qw a huge commo
tlon In the noean near at Eagerly | wateined |

and then, before my amazed eyes there arose an |
I fmmense sturgeon. Not having any line or book
|

that was quallied for the occaston, | borrowed I
| from my wife, who was siiting in the stern of (e |
hoat (a small rowhoal that [ had hired from a boat |
| emporium at Coney | land), busily whiling away
the time with a hit of seaing. a spoot of No 1000t |
ton I
Rising to my feet | threw the bight to the siyy
geon, who bit the bight  Making a running knot
In the thread | caught the sturgeon about the no.c
and, masing anotirer stoadlor hiten, had him Armiy
caught
For three days 1 tought that Ush and, durlng 1hat ,
imterval, be towed us from Sandy Hook w bBa.ne |
gar ligut and from there (v Calals, Me. By that |
time | haid Ll so well tiadned that, ke a horse
bhe would mind elther seln Whercupon |,“,“,. {
| bim back to <oney Jstan ! and fgh i 10 on the shore
| where | bad bls piciure taken and had pim meas
ured, fndiug Lim o be nlgeteen foet iong ‘m‘ll
i welghing LI00 pounds 1 would enclose the plet
| ure but | know that THE SUN does not often nss
| pleturey tn connection with letters to the sditor
I forgot to mention that during the tine | was |
playlug my fisn my wife knitted Ave pairs of socks
and made me a s0it of pajamas P, ¥ Browy
“EwYoRK

/

Sent 10

I And the

THE TURK AND RIS RELIGION.

st 2
A Mussmiman’s View of Christianity and
Mohammedantsm.

To ey FEpiror or Tue Svx S It
gratifying to me -a Muslim in this country
1o find moderate views held in your columns
on the subject of Turkey, whilea« ongiderable
portion of yellow journalism is suffering from
highly developed fever of Turkophohia

When one rends something ke “The Turks
and their religion of muarder,” &c., one s re.
minded of an Eastern story, which s just
applicable to the case. A man saw the davil
in u dream, with n stature graceful like that
of a cypress and the face shining like the sun,

The man asked' him why his likeness was |

painted on the walls of the public baths so
ugly and hideous. The devil replied
you saw is not my likeness, but the brush
iz in the hand of my enemy.”

Those who know the Turk and his religion
know well that what we read dafly in the
press is neither the faithful picture of the
Turk nor that of his religion, but a grotesque
product of heated imagination

The Eastern guestion, which perennially
eropg up like the sea serpent, {8 & pretty old
question and dates sinee the birth of the
prophet Mohammed in 571 A. D. It is the
irresistible logic and powerful truth of the
tenets of | which could suce»ssfully
compete with Christian creed whenever
there has been a collision between the two
und defeat the latter hollow on ration
gmunds.th:n made the leaders of the Christian

hurch ‘during the last thousand ycars
convoct false stories aguinst the character
of the founder of Islam and his religiop, in
order thereby to prevent the Christians from
brcoming Muslims, especi .Uy medieval
ages, when Ialamic countries were the centres
3 light and lmrmng. Those false stories,

eliberately circulated broadcast throughout
hristendom from generation to geueration,
have become a part and parcel of Christian
pnature and were direct 3‘ responsible for
Lbe deluge of human blood that flowed over
syria and Palestine for about two centuriesa
during the wars of the Crusades. Sincethe
times of the Crusades, up to the present d:”;i
the attitude of the Christian Furope towur
lslﬁ{n tinn been 'one of social hostility and
political agrression. X

Since the destruction of Abbasid Khijlafet
by Mnongol hordes, and consequent frairicidal
feuds among the Muslim Kings, the unity of
the Muslim nation became impaired, the ad-
vancement of literatures and sciences stopped,
and ignorunce and lethargy prevail=c in
Muslim countries. Meanwhil>, Christian Eu-
rope stola a march upon quarrclling Muslims
and started on the road of progress, from the
point the litter left it. Before the Muslim
could realize the situation, Europe becaina
all-powerful, and the division among Muslim
powers and their weakness afforded ku-
ropeans an opportunity of exploiting Muslim
lands. The story of the barbarities of tha
Turks has been repeated a thousund tinies,
but still it has not lost its goothing influence
upon the eagerly Inclined to llsten to it ears
orothe good Christians. Thosge who are well
acquainted with the game of European inter-
nagonnl politics, know well that these period-
ical explosions in the Balkan peniusuli are
due to extraneous agencies of great Powers,
who make these small nationalities as their
cat's paw to extricate out of fire the chestout
of their ambition, 1t isa pity that the Ameri-
can fleet should he sent to Beirut to advance
the interest of other Powers und encourage
the spirit of rebellion.

For thirteen centuries Christians and Jews
bave been living in Armenia, Svria and Egypt
under the rules of different Muslirmn dynasties,
and there is no trace in history that either
Christians or Jews were ever put to sword
wholesale, or expelldd from the conntry,
while Hussia, Spain and Englind could not
show such a record in their past history in
ro'fvxrd to the Jews, . .

Those who run the sensational press in this
co!mtrg ought to know that the world in our
times has become like a big family; and to
run down a particular race because of the
difference of religion i3 not calculated to be
for the welfare of the human race. To treat
three hundred million Muslims as if thay have
no feeling and could be abused mer¥ilessly
does not reflect eredit on those who do it.
It is a criminal folly on the part of the Syriana,
who are safe here, to excite their own coun-
trymen in Syria and fill them with false hopes
of the [nited States intervening on their
behalf by denouncing the Turks. When a
mosque wth 200 Muslims in prayer is blown
up with dynamite by Macedonian rehels
the humanity of the American journalists
does not scem to be touched, but when a few
hundred rebels are kflled in actual warfurs
the headlines are put in bold ty%: “Chris-
tians Massacred by the Turks.”
they not carry on an agitation against the
Amerioan occupation of the Philippines if
they are true to their principles?

I hope and trust that this country will be

ved from the disgrace of blackmailing
?:Jrkey at the time of her trouble by creat-
ng imaginary grievances, a8 was done by |
Austria and France to their lasting sbame,
and also from the disgrace of becoming a
tool to the ambition of some interested parties
from among the great Powers of Europe,

MOHAMMAD BARARKATULLAN.
New York, Sept, 9.

Great Names in an Oklahoma Lawsalit.
I'rom Law Notes for September.

An Oklahoma correspondent writes: “ A case
tried In one of our local courts here presents an
interesting meeting of notables as follows: Tle
Judge who presided was Franklin Plerce Alexandcr,
the pialntf! was Danlel Webster Artley, the do-
fendant Benjamin Franklin Goff, two of the wit-
nesses weras Ulysses Grant Goff and Andrew Jackson,
cotinsel for the defendant were Walter Scott Prick-
ett and George Washington Vickers, while the
plaintlff was represented by very truly yours,
Jesse James Dunn.”

The Country Fair,
STYRACUSE, Sept. 9.—From a bowlof sianic.
the midday sun shone down on thousands ni latr.
goers.

Ve

From a bowl of statnless blue,
Tra le loo;

From a bowl of stalnless blue,
On a thousand folks or two,

Orthree, or four, or forty, more orleas,
The midday sun shines down
On the falr grounds near the town,

And the rural soul Is Nlled with blessedness.

From a bowl of stalnless blue,
Tra le loo:
From A bow! of stainless blue,
Tra le loo;
Fallsa cheery "How d'y dot”
That 18 scattered far and wide from tongue to
tongue.
And the lassies mect the lads
With thelr mothers and their dads
Ahd the matrons and the men
Are so glad to meet agalng
And the lobster and the shark
Wander, walting, through the piak
And the country meets the towy,
And they lav *heir troubles dov, o
As they di'nk tue soft, sweet clder frotm the bung

From a bow! of stalniess blue,
Trale low

From a bow! of stainless blue

Drop the peanuts, tricd and trae,

For which the rura! hosom always throhe
And the warm red lemonade
Made entirely In the shade:

Aund the popeorn, pink aud white,
Justadrewin of dear detight;
And the side show near the gate,
With its wond: whieel of fate;
Andthemerrny g roand
With Its wheczy welcomne sound;
And the colored toy balloons,
And the throwing balls at coons,
And the shooting galleries which
Make tie winuing shooter rich
And the rings, whose lucky toss
Alwavs covris every loss
\nd rhe grensy eating booths
Feeding hungry, happy youths
And a millton other ¢ ghts
Taatare ¢! ok fullof delights
Poar the rovstering rural rooster from the Knohs

\

F1om a bowl of statnless hiue

T'ra Ie lo
From a bowl of eaxhlue
Otarr wonders ¢ CRTRST LT
Fuatwil' makoc the fulr thisyearthe preatest yet
The horses on the track

Fyery one o crackalack,

fine stock In the ring
Where the premium ihbons swing
Andthe grandsuand loaded down
With the pretuest glrlsin town,
And formiles and miles around
And the glorious Florn! Hall
Grandest feature of thom all

| With Its Jellles and its Jams,
| Andits plants and p'llow shams
L ADd s patehwork qulieg and enxe s

And tts iread of vor ons wake
Aud s necalework and lace
Ancitswax lowers "ull of giaee

Ang 118 pumnt s big and 1ound
And s apy! [} ni
And Its Art aud Lowe-made [les

| Eaeh thing 0t o take the prige

On, say

het

thereis nothing ke g country gatr von

From a bowl of statnless blue

Tia le luo
Whatever otlier thing you do
(et you to A country falr,
To breathe the breath of nature thara,
And you will feal It comes Lo yon
Fromahowt nf statnl~ss blye

VilniasM J. LaMrrow

“That |

hy «hould '

AID FOR MACEDONIAN GREEKS.

Consul-General Botasst [snies an Appea!
to His Countrynmien.

Demetrine N, Botassi, Consul-Gener:!
of (reece in this ofity, issued an appea!
vesterday, through the Greek newspape:
Aflartis, for contributions to a fund fo
the reliaf of the Greeks who are suering
in Macedonia as a result of the rebellion
The appeal says:

The murders and depredations that o
brothers in Macadonia are suffering shoul !
make a deep impression wharever there ar.
Cireoks

A subscription will be opened at the
3 all money will be forwarded t.&’?.

latributed t.
| the respective committees
Mr. Botassi said that the Greeks do no:
sympathize with the Bulgarians in thei
uprising agunst Turkey
“This revolution has been started for the
sole and selfish purpose of bringing abour
the anne xation of !\{arminnia to Bulgaris,”
he said. “There is no philanthropie or
humanitarian motive in it."

[ sulale nng
Foralgn OfMece at Athens, to he

EXPORTS OF BREADSTUFFS.

Decline of $6,145,.5306 In August as Com-
pared With Same Month Last Year.

WarniNaToN, Sept. 11.—The exports «f
breadstuffs last month, as shown by figure
published to-day by the Department of
Commerce, were valued at $18,040,018, s~
against $10,194,519 in August of last year
The decline was chiefly in wheat. the ship
ments of that product being valued a:
only $5,248586, as against $12,028.444 i1,
August, 1902. Wheat flour exports de-
creased from $5.833,190 to $4,858,725 and
oats from $70,090 to 820,301. Corn, on the
other hand, increased from $201,006 t»
$1,800,400 and barley from 8772474 1o
$820,072.

Exports of provisions in Angust last
were $15,243,601, as against 813,543,027 1
August of last year. Cotton evports de
creased from $6,485,738 to $1,988 0 7, owing
probably to high prices in the open marlke!,
and mineral oil exports increazed from
$5,3688 498 to $5,745.002.

A Correction.

On Sept. 3 THE SUN published a news artiala
respecting the present controversy over the
proposed performance of “Parsifal.”

The article quoted certain remarke mad-
by Mr. Heinrich Conried to TRE SuN's reporter
in regard to Mr. Gilbert Ray Hawea, the at
torney for Frau Wagner. In the converss
tion quoted Mr. Conried charged Mr. Hawes
with “fomenting litigation,” &ec.

THE Sun regrets the publication of this
interview containing the attack upon a rapu-
table attorney, for we are matisfled that in
protecting the rights of the Wagner family in
the matter of “Parsifal,” there is not th
slightest proof that the ethics of the leg:
profession have been violated by either Mr
Gilbert Ray Hawes or his firm of Hawes ¢
Judge, and THE SUN desirea to correct theim-
pression that it gave any support to the
charges made against Mr. Hawes.

French Capltal Looking to South Amerioa?

A Chilean correspondent sends some inter
esting detalls of a visit recently made by the
representative of a French company to Chile,
with the object of studying it industrial pos-
sibilities. He says:

“M. Delaunay, a distinguished French en-

gineer sent out to Chile by the Creusot com-
many to examine the condition of the countrr
and the possibility of starting some great
industry, has just returned from an extend.d
tour in the south, On his arrival he com-
municated Lis objects to the Government,
which at once appointed a Chilean engineer,
Seflor Julio Lazo, to accompany him, and
furnished him with all the impedimenta neces-
gary for his trlP, paring his expenses and
slncing the national warship Pilcomayo at
Lis disposal. About a month and a half w:s
spent on the journev and most of the foret
regions as well as the P uena River, were care-
fully explored. The intention i3 fo establish
blast furnaces and charcoal ovens, the iron
ore being brought from the north in the com-
pany’s own steamers, . Delaunay found
everything so satisfactory that on return
to Valpartiso he cabled to France adyisinz
the immediate formation of the syndicate
that is to undertake the work. Thesubscribed
capital s to bhe $3 500,000

“1t is confidently expected that the Chilean
Government will aid in the promotion of the
enterprise by forest grants and other conces-
gione, ns the country in the s)gth 18 quite
tndeveloped and hardly explored. ‘There i«
known to be great mineral wealth hidden i
| the mountain ranges, and the forests are of
| enormons extent, The first thing required
! is the construction of roads into the territory
| to be opened up, and these will be undertaken
as sool a8 the arraneements between the
( hilean Government and the French company
are completed.”

Occile'al Religions Soepticism Affecting
Islam.
From the Nar.onal Reeiewn,

With rerard tothe Turks, It was recently stated as
the resi:lt of its ohservations. by Prof Margoliout
that 2 revolution |s belag wrought In thelr socis
Ilcas by the agency of the French novel. Mr
Frars, one of my countrymen resident in Constan
tinople, writes In his recent work that “islam h:
snent much of 1ts orlginal foree, because doubt o
to tte divine origln has entered into the Learts
1ts ablegt members. Thos: among them who Ly
seen or have otherwise learned the results of Chios
tlan clvilzation, instinciively, and almest uocor
sclously, judge the two rellglous by thelr fru
Such men elither hecomae entirelr aeglect™) of ¢
ceremonicus duties which their relicion tm;
or, !f they pmfess to have becorie more Inte
thelr teligivus convictlons thau before. prrfor
thelr ceremouics with A subcorsclonsness t
thelr religion 18 not better than that of the unt
Hlevers, Nor do the studies In astronomy, me
eine, geology, and other modern sclences foll to
planta similar und even a greater amount of seep
cism inthe Mohamm~d in than they have done 'n the
+ Christian mind, Whille visits to toreign countr
| and sclentific studies are undertaken by few thi
| miuence as a leaven 's xreat ™
i In Egypt—the Intellectual headquarters of 1ala
{1t Is well known that the ofMclal class, undr
French rather than Enplish Influence, Is larer
unlelleving. That the rellgion, even of the o
mon peaple, suffers a ohill 18 very probahla, Wher
wasstaying some vears agowith an ilnglish arche
oglst in the desert, only one out of his large gang
workmen performed his prayers, and the 1o
mocked him. Thls struck me, since [ had up !
then supposed that fora man to be mocked by thos
Wwho profess the same rellglon for performing t
dutles of the rellgion was a phenomenon peculiari
Christlan.

The Danger of “Stremuosity.’”

To THE BEurtor or Tiwe SuN--Sir: Your editort”
of the 0k lost  headed “Hopeful Prudence in t
Presttent”struck a chord In every patriotle eltlzer
and 1o handling the subject as you did you are t
i be commended

Taking the same line of thought as thepein pus
sued, what have you to say regarding the dange:
| surrounding our President while In the “\Woul
| West” during the early part of the present year
! Was he not at that time exposing himself to un
necessary danget? To my mind, the risk atten!
Ing his heating trip was much greater thanthe
mers passing through Manhattan, and he shouid
respect bis oMee, bis people and his country more
than to plunge headlong Into such danger Thea
counts of his recklessness ns portrayed by the prest
of the country may have been exaggerated, but the
fact remalns that his life was far more Insecure
during that trip than If he had been at his post ¢!
Washingzton or at his home at Oyster Bay

In gratifying his desire to lead a “strenuous lfe
Be hasaronsed a feeling of unrest within the breasts
of the more qulet butl patriotie citizens On th*
| whole, don’'t you think he or any other Presider
| eould serve his country better than by guanin
for blg game In the Westeru oountry?

JERARY CITY, Sept. 11 J B Hamyrow

Oxford and Cam:bridge Sell Degrees.
Fram the London Dally News

he niost stupendoss of all dweademic frauds
noue other than the M. A degree of either Oxf0
or Camsbridge. Year by year nundreds of g

-

ates excuange the B oA for M. A witlout Lavt
added one ot 1o Lielr s holarsklp, and raerel;

| friuc of o payment ol money I row this dul

| sonrce the unlversities 1o guestlon derive a ba

i some, but wholiy indefensible, revenues, to the
Advantage of London M A 's. who have to Ty«

| stiff examination

| It 15 Jely an apnsciirous that a untver
should gr 1 e it Not oas oA re

| for intellectial —or even  athletle -achieves
bur sole i order o ralse the wind o
which (inQles grave disad  untapge the |

man who may have taken high bopors apd
be unable to buy & ma ler's govwn A boa Osf
and Cambhridge abolish thelr bogus degreas, I
Lo Wme enough o censure Americs




